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Mr Chairman 

Australia thanks the Secretary-General for his annual report on the Extraordinary 

Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) (A/69/536), as well as the Advisory 

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for its helpful analysis and 

recommendations of the Secretary-General’s request for a further subvention in 

2015.   

Australia is a strong and longstanding supporter of the ECCC.  We are a member 

of the Principal Donors Group (PDG) of the ECCC, and we currently hold the 

rotating Chair of that body.  Australia has contributed a total of AU$26.2 million 

in voluntary contributions to the ECCC since 2003, with AU$3.25 million 

contributed in 2014.  Our ongoing assistance to the ECCC is a critical element of 

Australia’s strong support for international criminal justice and human rights.  

 Mr Chairman 

We welcome the Cambodian Government’s ongoing commitment to, and 

provision of support for, the ECCC.  The ECCC would not have been possible if 

not for the Cambodian Government’s leadership and its call for international 

assistance to establish a tribunal to try former Khmer Rouge leaders. 
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The ECCC’s work is vital to ensure justice for the Cambodian people who 

endured unspeakable suffering at the hands of the Khmer Rouge, during the dark 

period of Cambodia’s history when at least 1.6 million Cambodians died.  The 

trials will help to ensure that those most responsible for serious international 

crimes are held to account.  Its mixture of international and national staff is 

helping every day to transfer international best practice standards into the national 

justice system.  And Cambodians continue to take a strong interest in the ECCC’s 

judicial work.  Over 4,000 victims have already played an active role in the 

proceedings through representation as civil parties, some 240,000 Cambodians 

have visited the ECCC and millions more have followed the proceedings through 

television and radio coverage.  The Cambodian people want to see justice done.   

The ECCC continues to make significant progress in holding to account those 

most responsible for atrocities committed by the Khmer Rouge.  On 7 August this 

year, the ECCC delivered the trial verdict in the first phase of Case 002 against 

former senior leaders of Democratic Kampuchea, Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan.  

Both were found guilty of crimes against humanity.  This verdict – which we note 

is currently subject to appeal – represented a major milestone in the work of the 

ECCC.   

Phase two of Case 002, which commenced on 17 October, will cover some of the 

most significant charges yet heard by the ECCC, including genocide and other 

grave crimes committed on a national scale. 

Mr Chairman 

New York-based representatives of the Principal Donors Group travelled to 

Phnom Penh in June 2014 to visit the ECCC in person – the first such visit of its 

kind – reinforcing donors’ views of the importance of the Court’s work – its 

contribution to justice, reconciliation, and capacity-building – especially for the 

Cambodian people. 

 

Working closely with the UN and with the Cambodian Government, in 2014 the 

Principal Donors Group continued to support fundraising efforts through active 
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diplomacy to try to broaden the donor pool.  However, these fundraising efforts 

have not borne as much fruit as we would have liked.   

Finally, Mr Chairman 

The UN commitment authority which was approved by the Fifth Committee 

earlier this year has proved invaluable in supporting the stable and efficient 

functioning of the ECCC in 2014.  The Principal Donors Group has continued to 

work closely with the UN and the Cambodian Government to secure as much 

voluntary funding as possible this year, through active diplomacy to broaden the 

donor pool, in order to minimise the amount the ECCC would have to draw down 

on the subvention.  While there is currently still a shortfall, by the end of this year, 

we hope that the international component will only have to draw a relatively small 

amount down from the 2014 commitment authority.   

However, once again, it is unclear whether there will be sufficient funds to cover 

the ECCC’s budget for 2015.  And therefore we strongly support the request set 

out in the Secretary-General’s report for a further subvention for the ECCC in 

2015.  We look forward to discussing this request with other delegations.   

 

 


